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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

Meeting Minutes – December 5, 2022 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Cheri Domina at 4:00 p.m. 
Committee members present: Chair Domina, Bud Winsor, Jane Johnson, Bob Goodrich, Alternate Rachel Elkins 
and Alternate Wally Smith. Also present was Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. 
 
ABSENT 
Cassie Eaton, Jay Ward 
 
The Chair seated Elkins for Eaton and seated Smith for Ward. Ward joined the meeting at 4:03 pm. Smith was no 
longer seated. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Town Planner Sarah Bollinger, Land Use Coordinator Julius Peel 
 
MINUTES 

 The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for November 7, 2022. There was a motion by 
Goodrich to approve the Minutes of November 7, 2022 as presented. There was a second to the motion 
by Smith and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Review for Planning Board 
Swanzey Lake Campground Expansion – Bollinger spoke about the expansion which abuts the existing 
campground. She spoke about wetlands present. She spoke about a driveway for an access which was originally a 
single family access. The driveway will be gated off, and the main campground entrance will remain as used now. 
The driveway will be used for emergency access only, and will cross one of the wetlands sections and the State is 
ok with that. The fire department would like to see it upgraded. The fire department wants emergency access to 
be 16 feet in width for culvert crossings and the rest will be 20 feet in width. The State needs to approve the 
expansion for the driveway, but the campground is not required to submit a new wetlands permit. Storm water 
flow is toward the existing campground property. They will not need an Alteration of Terrain (AoT) permit but will 
be required to have a subdivision permit by the State, but not by the Town. Bollinger also said the campground 
will continue to be seasonal use only. The campground is about 500 feet from the road and the road is almost 500 
feet from the lake shore.  

 
Smith said more people means more boats on the lake. Ward asked about historical data for boats coming from 
the campground. Bollinger said Department of Public Works (DPW) has looked at the plan and has no concerns. 
She noted there is no provision for snow since the campground is seasonal and is not open during snow season. 
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There was a discussion about potential for overuse of the lake. Lakeside bathrooms were discussed and Domina 
said that is a concern that there is adequate lakeside bathroom facilities, and the Commission agreed that 
additional concerns would be a policy about dog waste, policy for campfire safety (esp. during high fire danger 
times and air quality warning days) and policy about the number of visiting boat permits.  
 
Donation of Lot on Sylvan Way – Peel spoke about the desire of the owner to donate the land to the Town of 
Swanzey rather than provide an easement for access for a sewer connection. If the Town owns the land, then the 
Town does not need an easement to do maintenance service to the sewer. The members agreed by consensus 
that they had no issues or concerns for this project. 
 
Annual Report 
Domina noted the report is due January 7th, 2023. Domina volunteered to draft up the report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Finance Report 
Domina noted the members received a report from the Finance Office. As of 11/30/22 there is a total of 
$75,455.45 assigned to the Conservation Commission in various accounts 
 
Septic System Setback Update 
This item is being tabled by the Planning Board for this year. There will insufficient time to determine a Zoning 
Amendment for Town Meeting. 
 
Mt. Cresson Timber Harvest Update 
There was no update. 
 
Groundwater protection / updates to Site Plan Review update 
Bollinger said no action is expected before January. 
 
New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions (NHACC) annual meeting & Monadnock Natural 
History Conference 
Domina attended the NHACC annual meeting via Zoom. She said she learned some items.   
She also said there were great presentations with lots of interesting ideas at the Monadnock Natural History 
Conference. 
 
Domina suggested revisiting the recommendations from the Natural Resource Inventory that was completed in 
2018, and spoke about identifying focus areas that have important values that the Commission might consider for 
conservation.   
 
NHACC Membership Dues  
Domina read aloud some of the benefits that towns receive for their membership. She noted this year the request 
is for $350 for annual membership. 
 

Motion was made by Ward to expend $350.00 for annual dues to New Hampshire Association of 
Conservation Commissions, second by Winsor. All were in favor except Johnson who abstained. Motion 
passed. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
Yale Forest 
Johnson suggested future discussion about conserving some of the land and limiting hunting. 
 
Town section of Honey Hill 
Domina said the perimeter is not marked. She suggested perhaps expending funds to survey and or mark the 
boundaries. 
 
Junk Pile on Sawyer’s Crossing Road 
Johnson said there is some concern about the presence of shells of automobiles that can be seen from the road.  
She said this isn’t allowed in residential/agricultural districts. Ward suggested the Town should have a fining 
system to penalize scofflaws. Winsor suggested having Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin meet with the 
Conservation Commission to discuss what the Conservation Commission can do to alleviate some of the pressure 
on him. 
 
Work Plan for 2023 
Domina suggested the members think about coming up with projects to focus on for 2023. 
 
Next Meeting:  January 3, 2023 at 1 pm  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Winsor to adjourn, second by Ward, without further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. Adjournment occurred at 6:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
   


